New London ConservationCommhsion
PHILBRICK. CRICENTI BOG
FROM POI\D TO BOG IN 10,000I'EARS

"PLEASE STAY ON THE I/ALK for your safety and to preservethe bog mal This walk is
msafe fof dogs.
A SELF-GUIDAIG TRAIL. Look for numbersalongthe path. Map is locatedon page3.
ACCESSPATH O-5
0) Where you stand was the shoreof a 25 acre pond at the end of the glacial period. Arctic
plantsgrowing herehavegraduallyspreadover the sudaceofthe waler.
l) You are 5 f'eetabovethe former late bottom on gravel resting on the roots of rcyal fems and
red maples.
2) Here the water is more acidic andthe cinnamonfems are replacingthe royal fems.
3) As you walk thesepaths,stop and listen. Oneadvanlageofthe stuntedvegetalionin a bog is
the ability to seethe birds. One of the common sorgs heard here is the "Old Sam Peabody,
Peabody,Peabody"ofthe White ThroatedSparrow.
4) Meet the bog makers- the (sphagnumor peal) mosswhich can float on water and the grasslike sedger'r'ithbinding roots. Togetherthey werc frst to grow out over the water.
5) Besidethe pathsthe tamaxacksgrcw vigorously nourishedby decayingleaves. (Notice how
they areout on the bog mat.)
PEEK HOLf, LOOP 6.9
6) This is the open bog mat with bonsai-liketrees. Marry of thesesmall black spruceare more
than 60 yeaxsold, dwarfedby lack ofnutrients in the mat or acid wa1er.
7) Acidic water createsar abiotic environmentwherethings do not decay. The mossbelow tl1e
living layer becomesbrown peat. A bog is the sourceofpeat sold commerciallyfor gardenuse.
8) The officialdepthhereis 20 feet- PUUthe pole out rnd pleasereplaceit
9) The black spruceandtamamckshereare well establishedandare growing on the bog mat.
TIJNDRA GARDEN LOOP 10-13
10) Besidethe path arethe plants shownon the mappage.
1l) The blue-greenshrubis bog rosemarythat grows well in this environmentand blooms in the
spring.
12)The leatherl€afcove ng large areasto your right offers no suppofi. Stay on theWalk.
13)Pitcherplants,abundanthere,may usethe nut entsfrom insectsfound in their leaves.

New London ConsemationCommission
Philbrick-Cricenti Bog Trail Guide - Page2
OUAKING LOOP 14-17
14)Beyondhere,in the mid-1800s,men fished from boatson open water. The mat here is
rclatively thin!
l5) Goodquakinghere. Pleasekeepfeeton boar.ds.
l6)As you approachthe lake shorenotice the woodlandtreesare advancingover the mat. They
will somedaymakea boggywoodlandhere.
17)The rctum to the bog is over a log boundby the rcots of yormgtreesgtowing on it.
BOG PERIL LOOP 18-21
18)Water long trappedbelow the mat sudaceshere drains into MuraayPond. The acidity of the
water (pH 4.5) is characteristicof sucha bog.
19)Aheadis a bit oftundra suchasyou might seein the Arctic.
20) Stay on the WaIk! Thoselight greenpatchesare only thin skims of mossand sedge. Below
them arerenains of cows, deerandat leastoneho$e.
2l)Time was when this shadedwood was an opeo sunlit bog. Many of the fallen trees were a
resultofthe 1998ice-storm.

Thank You For Visitins / PleaseComeAeain
This bog walk is here becauseof the concerned.rssistanceof the Cricenti fauily, the
Philbrick family, the James Clewland family, the Heritage Pteservdtion ahd Recreation
Commission,and theNew Lowloh CotservationCornmission.
A map of all the trails mdintained by the Nett London Consematiok Commission is
availablefor purchaseat Morgan Hill Bookstore,yillage Sports,the Town Ofrtce,the Chdmbet
of CommerceInfotmation Booth, and the Tracy Library. A&litionally, troil descliptions and
mary)indil,idual bail mapsare available to be viewedandprinted at the Commission'swebsite
at www.nl-nhcc.com.

ptr/ / ERfcK-calcfurl 80 6
,ax
,F
€r

!A
i9

'1

i're

\*o, ort

!:E
\'.(Wd'
\- L- \
u'r
+ t q
de;h€f\''il.,t"'".-t
<f,...,&-,/ttL

';."1'"-lvqua"t'*q *taf
*t:r
Qcza"&n7

\
o"

"X"'"iiz

5fi

ft*-4*zp \ffi". ;':.:*o-!f6t
'--'i"'--.*1
p/:qse
\

'

* "' / L' ' 1' 4 f d ''

"-::-.r."./ ,

..:i.;;:;",
|

ttrt ti a b t

Xl "i' / 'r

41

4,/|:;' /
," /:'

/

. rq?\

^tc

vc/ .:,"/ t:

see orher side fot list af

NE u/EoR

HAUr4/JBo6

rauD //At/f Fl

.

'..it:'"':/g!, tna;,
2e.
a.
aiiee
6
P2.
-2.
'r / o a r

,a

?.?p
rz,

4 7 aa..
c<a1

1a'
.. k":7-a.?a4
[..?
Sg.€.,i,f,,*
>' oa'
a'
p/aa
4-

.

a)

4rc*c

a

/2/zt>/s

- -:.:-.

?a

-a

{."07

b,/
o)'

